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West Nile virus activity in the Northwest 

 
Washington: One bird and two mosquito pools from Yakima County have tested 
positive for WNV.  Idaho: Eighty-seven horses, seventeen mosquito pools, twelve 
birds, and twelve humans and one dog have been infected.  Oregon: Nine birds, six 
horses, six mosquito pools, four sentinel chickens, and two humans have tested 
positive for WNV. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dead bird and another mosquito pool test positive for 
WNV in Yakima County 
 
A dead bird from Yakima County has tested positive for West Nile virus.  
According to the Washington State Department of Health, the magpie was 
collected in early September and sent to the Washington Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory at Washington State University for testing.  It’s the first 
West Nile virus-positive dead bird in our state since 2002. 
 
“This disease typically shows up in mosquitoes or dead birds before it’s detected 
in horses or people, though there are some exceptions,” said Maryanne Guichard, 
director of Environmental Health and Safety. “We understand the concern many 
people have about West Nile virus, and that’s why we are putting a lot of effort 
into monitoring and tracking the disease in our state.” 
 
The Benton County Mosquito Control District has identified two mosquito pool 
samples that were positive for WNV in the past week, both in eastern Yakima 
County.  Both positive mosquito pools were Culex pipiens. 
 
“This second positive doesn’t change anything in terms of our control program and 

No Activity Detected 

strategy for this area,” said James Henriksen, District Manager of Benton County 
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Washington 

WNV Activity Detected 

Source: 
Idaho Department of Health 
& Welfare Web site, 
September 22, 2005.   
 
Oregon Department of 
Human Services Web site, 
September 1, 2005. 
 
Washington State 
Department of Health Web 
site, September 22, 2005.   
 
 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/Zoo/WNV/Newsletters.html
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/Zoo/WNV/WNV.html
http://www.westnile.idaho.gov/
http://oregon.gov/DHS/ph/acd/diseases/wnile/survey.shtml


 
Upcoming 
Conference 
Northwest Mosquito and 
Vector Control Annual 
Conference, October 9-
11 in Layton, Utah
 
 
WNV Web 
Resources 
Washington State 
Department of Health 
www.doh.wa.gov/wnv
 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvb
id/westnile
 
US Geological Survey & 
CDC ArboNET maps 
http://westnilemaps.usgs
.gov/index.html
 
Cornell University, 
Environmental Risk 
Analysis Program 
http://environmentalrisk.c
ornell.edu/WNV/
 
Washington State 
University Cooperative 
Extension 
www.wnv.wsu.edu
 
Washington State 
Department of 
Agriculture 
www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAn
imal/AnimalHealth/Disea
ses/WestNileVirus/defaul
t.htm
 
 
Northwest Links 
Idaho Department of 
Health & Welfare 
www.westnile.idaho.gov
 
Oregon Department of 
Human Services 
http://egov.oregon.gov/D
HS/ph/acd/diseases/wnil
e/survey.shtml
 
British Columbia Center 
for Disease Control 
www.bccdc.org
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 
 

Mosquito Control. “We have already stepped up control measures in this known 
positive area because of last week’s results and continue to monitor and provide 
control throughout the District.”  
 
View the Department of Health’s September 16th news release at 
http://www.doh.wa.gov/Publicat/2005_news/05-117.htm. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

est Nile virus activity in the United States 
 
W
(Reported to CDC as of September 20, 2005) 
 

 
As of September 20, 2005 a total of 38 states have published 1,512 human cases, 

ational maps and data available at 
stnile/surv&control.htm

compared with 1,604 cases from 39 states at this time in 2004. 
 
N
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/we .  

_______________ 

outh Dakota experiencing heavy WNV season 

ath, 

 

 
Last year, there were 51 human cases, including one death.  In 2003, South Dakota 

he outbreak in 2003 prompted a grants program to be created to help cities, 
0 

ore about WNV in South Dakota is available at http://WestNile.sd.gov

___________________________________________________
 
S
 

outh Dakota ranks only behind California for the most human WNV cases S
reported this year.  As of September 16, 2005, 231 human cases, with one de
have been reported by the South Dakota Department of Health.  Provisional data 
shows that the ages of the 2005 cases range from one to 89 years old. Of the cases
investigated, 13 percent have had WNV neuroinvasive disease, 86 percent have 
had WNV fever and 1 percent had acute flaccid paralysis. Two cases of 
pregnancy-associated West Nile illness have also been reported. 

experienced its largest outbreak with 1,041 human WNV cases and 14 deaths.   
 
T
counties, and tribes with WNV preparation.  Over $476,000 was awarded to 7
different entities in South Dakota this year to help fight the virus. 
 
M . 

http://www.nwmvca.org/
http://www.nwmvca.org/
http://www.nwmvca.org/
http://www.nwmvca.org/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/wnv
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile
http://westnilemaps.usgs.gov/index.html
http://westnilemaps.usgs.gov/index.html
http://environmentalrisk.cornell.edu/WNV/
http://environmentalrisk.cornell.edu/WNV/
http://www.wnv.wsu.edu/
http://www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/AnimalHealth/Diseases/WestNileVirus/default.htm
http://www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/AnimalHealth/Diseases/WestNileVirus/default.htm
http://www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/AnimalHealth/Diseases/WestNileVirus/default.htm
http://www.agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/AnimalHealth/Diseases/WestNileVirus/default.htm
http://www.westnile.idaho.gov/
http://egov.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/acd/diseases/wnile/survey.shtml
http://egov.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/acd/diseases/wnile/survey.shtml
http://egov.oregon.gov/DHS/ph/acd/diseases/wnile/survey.shtml
http://www.bccdc.org/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/Publicat/2005_news/05-117.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/surv&control.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/surv&control.htm


 

 
DOH WNV 
Contacts 
 
Toll Free Info Line 
1-866-78VIRUS 
 
Publication Requests 
Cyndi Free 
360-236-3384 
cyndi.free@doh.wa.gov
 
Mosquito Surveillance 
Jo Marie Brauner 
360-236-3064 
jomarie.brauner@doh.wa.gov
 
Bird and Horse 
Surveillance 
Tom Gibbs 
360-236-3060 
tom.gibbs@doh.wa.gov
 
Aquatic Mosquito 
Control NPDES Permit 
Ben Hamilton 
360-236-3364 
benjamin.hamilton@doh.wa.gov
 
WNV in Humans 
Local Health Jurisdiction 
or  
DOH Communicable 
Disease Epidemiology 
206-418-5500 or 
877-539-4344 
 
News Releases and 
Media Response 
Assistance 
Donn Moyer 
360-236-4076 
donn.moyer@doh.wa.gov
or 
Tim Church 
360-236-4077 
tim.church@doh.wa.gov
 
WNV Program 
Management 
Maryanne Guichard 
360-236-3391 
maryanne.guichard@doh.wa.gov
 
WNV Coordinator 
Dorothy Tibbetts 
360-236-3361 
dorothy.tibbetts@doh.wa.gov
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Mosquito spraying begins in New Orleans 
 

OUSIANA - State and federal officials announce a comprehensive aerial L
mosquito abatement program that began September 12 and will continue in 
areas across hurricane-affected areas for the next six weeks. Spraying is necessary 
to prevent the possible spread of mosquito-borne diseases.  
 

various 

pecially equipped U.S. Air Force Reserve C-130H cargo planes from the 910th 

y one 

ore information about the mosquito control plans is available from FEMA at 

S
Airlift Wing, Youngstown, Ohio will commence a routine aerial spraying 
operation using the insecticide Dibrom (also known as naled) approximatel
hour before dusk in New Orleans. Outlying areas of Louisiana and Alabama may 
be sprayed at a later date, if needed. 
 
M
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=18819 and the CDC’s Hurrica
Katrina Web page at 

ne 
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

ashington non-human surveillance summary 
 
W
(Reported to DOH as of September 20, 2005)  
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